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1990 - 2005: 8 WHBA Conferences & Congresses

Á 1st World Medical Conference of the Hellenic 
Diaspora, 8 -12 May 1990, Athens

Á 2nd World Bio -Medical Conference of the Hellenic 
Diaspora, 15-19 May 1992, Athens

Á 3rd World Bio -Medical Conference of the Hellenic 
Diaspora, 21-23 October 1994, Athens

Á 4th World Bio -Medical Conference of the Hellenic 
Diaspora, October 1996, Nicosia, Cyprus 

Á 5th World Bio -Medical Conference of the Hellenic 
Diaspora, 3 -5 December 1998, New York  

Á 6th WHBA Congress 11-15 October 2000, Athens
Á 7th WHBA Congress,19-21 May 2003, Athens
Á 8th WHBA Congress, 16-18 May 2005, Athens



WHBA: bringing the Greek Biomedical Diaspora 
together for 18 years



Links between Hellenic Medical Societies

Á The Hellenic Medical 
Society of the UK

Á Te Hellenic Medical Society 
of New York

Á New England Hellenic 
Medical And Dental Society 

Á Austria 
Á Hellenic Bioscientific 

Association (HBA) -USA
Á Australia
Á Athens Medical Society



WHBA Aims

1. Promote the co -operation in Medicine and Health 
Sciences among Greeks or Greek origin doctors, 
scientists and professionals living abroad. 

2. Create a federation of all HMS in the world by 
bringing them under a single framework. 

3. Develop and maintain a database of all Greek or 
Greek origin Bio -Medical colleagues around the 
world. 

4. Establish scientific and professional links with the 
Bio-Medical Academia of Greece through the Greek 
Medical Schools and Greek Learned Bio -Medical 
Societies. 

5. Promote the dissemination of Hellenic Bio -Medical 
Diaspora Worldwide 



WHBA Objectives

1. Organise international and regional congresses, conferences, 
symposia, workshops and courses. 

2. Publish journals, newsletters, books and brochures for the 
dissemination of information. 

3. Assist in education, training and providing educational 
programmes and materials. 

4. Establish international exchange programmes. 

5. Promote international collaborative research projects. 

6. Provide such other services and develop such other functions 
as are compatible with the purposes of the Association and 
may be authorised by the Council. 
The Association is a non -profit making organisation and shall not seek to 
promote any political, economic or religious aims. 



History of the WHBA I

The 1st World Medical Conference of the Greek 
Diaspora was held in 1990 in Athens hosted by the 
Athens Medical Society. The inaugural meeting was 
attended by doctors and scientists from Britain, 
USA, Canada, Australia, Latin America, Africa, 
Germany, France, Italy, Austria, Belgium, Holland, 
Switzerland, Spain, Sweden and Russia and there 
were over 100 scientific presentations. The 
initiative was carried out jointly by Theodore 
Mountokalakis of the Athens Medical Society and 
Nick Bouras of the Hellenic Medical Society of 
Great Britain. 



History of the WHBA   II

Á A decision was made at the 1 st Conference to form the  
World Hellenic BioMedical Association. A steering group 
was assigned to prepare the constitution and organise 
the 2 nd Conference in 1992. The BioMedical Bulletin of 
the Hellenic Diaspora was published in 1991 connecting 
together medical and biological Greek scientists all over 
the World. The WHBA was formally established in 
Cyprus in 1996 during the 4th World Biomedical 
Conference organised jointly with the Pancyprian
Medical Association.

Á At the same the publication of the Hellenic Medical 
Journal was launched.  In the meantime the 2cd World 
Biomedical Conference took place in Athens in 1992 as 
part of the 18th Annual Panhellenic Medical Conference 
and the 3rd in Athens at the War Museum, 
independently from the Panhellenic Medical Conference. 



History of the WHBA  III

Á The 5th World Hellenic Biomedical Conference took 
place in 1998 in New York organised join with the New 
York Hellenic Medical Society.  Since then the 6th, 7 th

and 8th World Hellenic Biomedical Congresses took place 
in Athens and the 9th is planned to take place in Paphos
ðCyprus on 27-30 September 2008.

Á An illustrated historical account of the evolvement and 
the activities of the World Hellenic Biomedical 
Association is presented. A more detailed historical 
analysis is in preparation by Nick Bouras, while Spyros 
Retsas has written the History of the 20years of the 
Hellenic Medical Society of Great Britain 
(http://www.hellenicmedicalsocietyuk.org/HMS_History.pdf)



1st World Medical Conference of Greek Diaspora
Athens 1990



1st World Medical Conference of Greek Diaspora 
Athens 1990





1st World Medical Conference of 
Greek Diaspora Athens 1990
Conference Organising Committee:

Hellenic Medical Society of Great Britain:
N. Bouras, A. Epenetos, D. Kardamakis, G. Panayi, G.Sivolapenko

Athens Medical Society:
Th. Mountokalakis, V. Thouas, G. Rigatos, L. Papakosta-Papadimitriou, A.
Polychronis, A. Katirtzoglou, C. Melissinos, A. Stavropoulou -Gioka, P. Ziroyannis

International Advisory Board:
H. Antoniades (Boston), S. Avrameas (Paris), Y. Capetanaki (Houston), G.
Carayanniotis (Toronto), N. Christofides (Melbourne), M. Dalakas (Bethesda), A.
Georgopoulos (Baltimore), G. Gregoriadis (London), P. Iatridis (Gary), P. Kitridou
(Los Angeles), N.  Madias (Boston) S. Moraitis (Melbourne), H. Moutsopoulos
(Ioannina), K. Nicolaides (London), J. Papaconstantinou (Texas), Polyzoides
(London), H. Proukakis (Athens), M. Seremetis (Georgetown), D. Stavrou
(Munich), Theophilopoulos, (California), G. Tolis (Athens), G. Tsokos (Bethesda),
T. Valaes (Boston), J. Volanakis (Alabama) 



1st World Medical Conference of Greek Diaspora Athens 1990
Members of the organising committee



1st World Medical Conference of Greek Diaspora Athens 1990
Scientific Programme Symposia:

Á Recent Advances in Oncology
Á The Interface of Physiology and Clinical Medicine
Á Current Themes in Biomedical Research
Á From Sciences Research to Clinical Medicine
Á Oncology Research Today, Cure Tomorrow?
Á The Interface of Immunology and Clinical Medicine
Á Advances in Surgery
Á Current Themes in Education and Training
Á Recent Advances in Fetal Medicine
Á Recent Advances in Immunology 
Á Closing Special Lecture: Medicine and the Olympic Games of

Antiquity 



1st World Medical Conference of 
Greek Diaspora Athens 1990
Special Lecture by Spyros Retsas     



1st World Medical Conference 
of Greek Diaspora Athens 1990 



Bio-Medical Bulletin of the Hellenic Diaspora

The 1st issue of the Bio -Medical Bulletin of the Hellenic 
Diaspora was published in January 1991 with co -editors 
Nick Bouras and Gabriel Panayi. 
The aim was to bring closer together the Greek Bio -Medical 
scientists of the Diaspora following the success of the 
1st World Medical Conference in Athens in 1990. 
It reached a circulation of 2.500 people around the World. 
It included short scientific articles e.g. structural analysis 
of the regulatory region of the human corticotrophin 
releasing hormone gene by N. Vamvacopoulos, A. Magioris 
and G. Chrousos; rheumatoid arthritis in Greece 
by H. Moutsopoulos; general practice in UK by G. Kouloumas; 
informal tutorials by G. Geroulakos; undergraduate 
in Athens and trainee in Scotland by L. Nikolaidis and 
news related to Biomedical issues of the Hellenic Diaspora.  
It was published bi -annually and in June 1992 D. Kardamis 
took it over as editor and continued until June 1994. 
In July 1997 re - started as the Hellenic Medical Society of 
United Kingdom with Thrasyvoulos Podas as editor and 
became òMosaicó in January 1999 until December 2000 

when ceased publication.






