Dear Selection Committee,
I wish to apply and state my motivation for participation in the 4th Summer School in Medical & Biosciences Research & Management of WHBA. My name is Giannakopoulou Efstathia, I have a Bachelor’s degree in Molecular Biology and Genetics and a Master’s diploma in Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics, both from Democritus University of Thrace in Alexandroupolis, Greece. Currently I am a 2nd-year PhD student at the same University, at the Laboratory of Pharmacology of the Medical School. My thesis is on hydrogen sulfide and its effects on cardiovascular system and at inflammatory conditions. I would be excited to discuss my work with the experienced faculty of the course. I would be given good advice and inspiration for improving my current research.  
I believe that I would benefit tremendously from the Summer Course. Several of the topics covered in the Course are complementary to my current work. For example, lectures on vascular and cardiovascular medicine are directly relevant to my Ph.D work; immunopharmacology is a new and exciting scientific field in which I wish to expand my knowledge. Moreover, I have worked and retain an active interest in pharmacogenetics and predictive genomics.
In addition to the scientific aspects, also the Management session in the school appears to me as an attractive topic. My goal in pursuing a Ph.D is to become not only a well-educated academic scientist but also to acquire knowledge and skills that would allow me to successfully stand in the “real life” of a Pharmaceutical or Biotechnology industry environment. Management skills will help me to improve my abilities in setting priorities, developing and delegating my work to other people. Communication skills will polish my ability to get my point across, create a compelling presentation to support my goals and manage to inspire others to achieve better results in a laboratory team work. 
I am well aware that the international dimension is prerequisite for any successful scientific carrier. All my formal education and research experience so far are in Greece. Upon completion of my Thesis, it is my purpose to seek the next scientific challenge abroad, in one of the top countries in my field (preferably the USA). I am confident that my participation in the school will provide me with an opportunity to make useful contacts in that direction.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]An additional reason for considering favorably my application is that I am based in the least developed area of Greece (Thrace), far from the “centers” of the country and thus the opportunities I have for advanced training outside my formal Ph.D program are quite limited.
Finally I believe I will contribute to the social atmosphere of the school as I am a quite sociable and easy-going personality. 
I really hope that you give me the opportunity to take part in this exciting summer school!
Yours sincerely,
Giannakopoulou Efstathia, MSc


