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Personal Statement 

Discovery, exploration and troubleshooting as the most inspiring inclinations in my life, enthusiastically drive me to research in biomedical science. I intend to contribute my knowledge to discover novel therapeutic targets, which can eventually help my community and patients in-need around the world. I am deeply motivated to collaborate with expert clinicians and biomedical scientists to learn the advanced topics and exchange ideas on recent developments in biological sciences and internal medicine.  The strong faculty, collaborative scientific environment as well as an interdisciplinary nature of the WHBA Summer School will provide an excellent opportunity for me to gain knowledge from outstanding experts in medical and biosciences fields. The knowledge I will gain at the Summer School will assist me in making precise decisions regarding my next career steps after graduating from my Ph.D. program at the University of Houston. This is the best opportunity for me to interact with faculty members and other graduate students and to be a positively contributing member of your program by sharing my research experiences with students at the WHBA Summer School.
During my bachelorette at Simon Fraser University (SFU), I decided to gain more hands on laboratory techniques and research in order to experience a real sense of the biological sciences. That was how I became involved with co-op education at Amgen Inc., an international biotechnology company. At Amgen, I mastered several technically demanding skills both as a team member and independently, which prepared me to work under minimum supervision. As a result of my co-op experience, I decided to develop my own projects so that I can troubleshoot and analyse the data by myself and design my own experiments. Thus, I joined a research laboratory to study the progression of Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis disease, for an independent study as an undergraduate student. During my bachelorette, I achieved tremendous leadership and communicative skills as I was often called upon to train and supervise new students.
Having succeeded in my individual research study at SFU, I felt well prepared for the further challenging Ph.D. studies and research. I joined the Ph.D. program at the University of Houston, Department of Biology and Biochemistry in Fall 2011. I am currently studying the regulation of ion channels in kidney cells and their role in glomerular filtration and diseases. Besides studying renal pathology and diabetic nephropathy, I am willing to learn about other kidney complications as a result of other organs’ failure and vice versa. For example, it has been shown that patients with kidney failure, have far higher rates of heart and blood vessel problems than others. Hence, collaborative and interdisciplinary environments such as WHBA Summer School provide an excellent opportunity for researchers and clinicians to discuss new discoveries and their applications. 
I believe that as a quick learner with a strong enthusiasm for laboratory work, I will further develop a deeper understanding of my field of research by continuing my education as a post-doctoral researcher. I am convinced that my participation at WHBA Summer School will give me a thorough understanding of the real life in industry and academia. This will advance me to better choose the appropriate path after my postdoctoral studies which helps me to pursue my dream, that is discovering new therapeutic targets for human pathophysiology. In my opinion, interactions with students and professors at WHBA Summer School will be tremendously useful for my future career steps. Lastly, I believe that all my past experiences added to my personal attributes will make me a positively contributing member of your program. 
Sincerely,
Hila Roshanravan
