From an early age I realized that I had more questions than answers about life and living things. A growing interest in understanding the origin, growth, structure, and function of living creatures led me to major in Biochemistry.

A strong interest in cancer and especially in the prognosis and treatment of cancer led me to participate in the interdepartmental Masters course "Clinical Biochemistry-Molecular Diagnostics" at the University of Athens. At present, I conduct my research at the Laboratory of Analytical Chemistry, Analysis of Circulating Tumor Cells (ACTC) Lab, in the Department of Chemistry at the University of Athens. My project is related to DNA methylation and how this can be an early detection marker for breast cancer.In parallel with my masters course, I had been working as a pharmacovigilance assistant at Medwork, a CRO company, which helped me become more familiar with the pharmaceutical industry and with the laws which govern it.

In 2013, as an undergraduate student, I trained in various biological techniques. My thesis was conducted in the laboratory of Molecular Genetics and Assisted Reproduction, of the School of Medicine at the University of Ioannina. Using Sperm Mediated Gene Transfer techniques we tried to produce genetically modified mouse embryos and we observed the differences between control embryos and those in which retrotransposition events had happened. In the same year, I also conducted my internship at the Assisted Reproduction Unit, EMBRYO ART, which helped me familiarize myself with the modern techniques of Assisted Reproduction.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As you can see from my brief CV, Cancer, Clinical, Basic science and Biosciences are in my field of interest. It will be a great honor and of immense benefit to me if I am given the opportunity to participate in this summer school as it will not only give me the chance to learn more about these fields of science from specialists all over the world at the top of their fields, but also to get into contact with people who have common interests and life goals. All in all, this Summer School will give me the possibility to become more familiar with "actual life", as you have stated in the program description. In summary, I believe that my strong desire to further my education and knowledge as well as my passion, enthusiasm and my need to become better and better make me an ideal candidate "student" with the necessary qualifications. 
I hope you will accept my application to take part in the 4th WHBA Summer School in Medical & Biosciences Research &Management .
I am looking forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely, 
Kyriaki Mavraki

