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PERSONAL STATEMENT


Patras, 15 February 2015



Dear Sir/Madam:
I am writing this letter in order to support my application for the “4th WHBA Summer School in Medical & Biosciences Research & Management” program.
Ever since I was a child I have been envisioned to become a scientist. My parents’ support and my strong desire for expansion of current skills set, gave me the opportunity to study at the Department of Molecular Biology and Genetics at the Democritus University of Thrace. During my studies I gained in-depth knowledge of the basic principles, as well as the more advanced aspects of molecular biology. 
In 2009 I was selected to attend the “Basic Medical Sciences Graduate Program” of the Medical School of the University of Patras and I followed in the direction of “Pathobiochemistry”. My research project had been focused on the research field of Haematology and more specifically on the “association between hematopoietic microenvironment and hematological diseases, with emphasis to the Myelodysplastic Syndrome (MDS)”, under the supervision of Dr. Mouzaki Athanasia (Professor of Laboratory Hematology and Transfusion Medicine, University of Patras). 
In 2011, I successfully passed the qualification exams and started my PhD thesis under the supervision of Dr. Dionysios Papachristou (Assistant Professor of Anatomy-Histology-Embryology, University of Patras and Assistant Professor of Pathology, University of Pittsburgh). Since the scientific interest of Dr. Papachristou’s Lab is primarily related to the metabolic, degenerated and neoplastic bone diseases, my research project is associated with the investigation of the role of HDL and the molecules that regulate its production and maturation in the pathobiology of bone diseases. Along with these interests I would also enjoy pursuing research on bone metastasis. My research project was supported financially by (1) the “Karatheodori” Grant of the University of Patras, (2) the Marie Curie FP7 Grant and (3) the “OsteoNet” Research Network of the University of Patras (all awarded to Dr. D. Papachristou). 
I am a motivated individual looking to develop my research and diagnostic skills, and would like to contribute to biomedical research. My strong attention to detail, excellent communication skills and ability to contribute to team projects demonstrate my team spirit. I believe I have the necessary skills and experience to be part of this Program.
I am really interested in the close connection of medical and biosciences research, which is provided by WHBA Summer School. Also, I truly appreciate your effort to familiarize us with “actual life” situations. This combination of basic, clinical medical research and pharmaceutical field perfectly aligns with my scientific interests. I strongly believe that attending the program will expand my scientific background and will supply me with the armature to make a meaningful contribution to an area that is of particular interest to me. 




Sincerely, 

Eleni Kalyvioti, MSc, PhD candidate
Department of Anatomy-Histology-Embryology 
Unit of Bone and Soft Tissue
Medical School, University of Patras
26504, Greece 
Tel +30 2610 969199
Mob +30 6974990120

