
CURRICULUM VITAE
Personal data
First name: VIOLETA GEORGETA 

Last name: TRUSCA

Date and place of birth: December 1st, 1983, Bucharest, Romania

Marital status: not married.
Nationality: Romanian

Address: Institute of Cellular Biology and Pathology “Nicolae Simionescu”

           8, B. P. Hasdeu Street, Bucharest - 050568, ROMANIA

           Tel: 004021.319.27.37 / 222, fax 004021.319.45.19

           E-mail: violeta.trusca@icbp.ro
Education, Degrees and Diplomas
• 2014 - Present: Postdoctoral Researcher in the frame of POSDRU/159/1.5/S/133391 program in Institute of Cellular Biology and Pathology "Nicolae Simionescu" of the Romanian Academy

• 2008 - 2013: Ph.D stage in Biology, Supervisor: Acad. Maya Simionescu

2013 - Ph.D Degree in Biology, Excellent qualification
• 2006 - 2008: Master of Science in ”Biochemistry and Molecular Biology”, Faculty of Biology
2008 - Master’s Degree in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology

• 2002-2006: Biochemistry Specialization at the Faculty of Biology, Univ. of Bucharest

2006 - Diploma in Biochemistry

• 1998-2002: High School of Natural Sciences “C. A. Rosetti”, Biology - Chemistry Section

2002 - Baccalaureate Diploma

Computer skills “European Computer Driving License” (January 27, 2006)
Technical Expertise Biochemistry (protein and nucleic acid determination, electrophoresis, Western Blotting), Cell Culture, Molecular Biology techniques (PCR, RT-PCR & Real Time PCR, cloning, transfection), DNA affinity precipitation assays, GST pull-down assays, Chromatin Immunoprecipitation, Chromosome Conformation Capture techniques.
Major research interest Identification of novel elements and transcriptional mechanisms leading to the modulation of apoE-apoCII gene cluster expression, for the development of novel therapeutic anti-atherosclerosis strategies.

Training 
· ”Medical & Biosciences Research & Management”, WHBA, Greece, May, 2014 
·  2nd Training School of COST BM0904 (HDLnet): “HDL: Physiology, regulation and therapeutic potential”, Bucharest-Sinaia, Romania, August 26-30, 2013 
·  “Cellular and Molecular Approaches for the Progress of the Biomedical Research”, Advanced Study School, ICBP “Nicolae Simionescu”, November 5-14, 2012
·  1st Training School on HDL of COST BM0904, Groningen, the Netherlands, August 2012

·  Research stages in “Molecular Biology and Gene Regulation” in Prof. Kardassis’ laboratory, University of Crete, Heraklion, Greece (Nov 2013, Sept 2011, June - July 2011, Oct - Nov 2010)
·  ”Advanced practical course in mammalian cell biology” organized by Genetic Engineering & Biotechnology Institute at TUBITAK Marmara Research Center, in Gebze, Turkey, May, 2009
·  Cellular and Molecular Biology of the 21st Century Medicine - Postgraduate Course, 8th Edition, ICBP “Nicolae Simionescu”, October 20 - 29, 2008
·  ”Polymerase Chain Reaction and Cloning Methodologies” organized by the School of Biology, Newcastle University, United Kingdom, September 15 - 19, 2008
·  „Pathology and Molecular Pharmacology Biotechnology”, Francophone S.School, 
16th edition, Arad, Romania, June 7 – 19, 2008
·  ”Quantitative Real Time PCR Course” organized by TATAA Biocenter, in Freising Weihenstephan, Germany, March 3 - 7, 2008
Awards

· Special prize of the Jury awarded by L’Oreal –“Women in Science” Competition, 2012

· CNCSIS Prize for the following publications: i) “Macrophage-specific Up-regulation of Apolipoprotein E Gene Expression by STAT1 is Achieved via Long Range Genomic Interactions”, Trusca VG, Fuior EV, Florea IC, Kardassis D, Simionescu M, Gafencu AV, JBC, 2011; 
ii) ”Changing bioperformance of TiO2 amorphous nanotubes as an effect of inducing crystallinity”, Mazare A, Dilea M, Ionita D, Titorencu I, Trusca V, Vasile E. Bioelectrochemistry. 2012; iii) “STAT1 Interacts with RXRα to Upregulate ApoCII Gene Expression in Macrophages”, Trusca VG, Florea IC, Kardassis D, Gafencu AV, PLoS One, 2012

· Fellowship for the 10th EMBL Conference ”Transcription and Chromatin”, Heidelberg, Germany, August 25- 28, 2012

· Best Poster Prize for the poster entitled "The interaction between the promoter and distal regulatory elements modulates the apoE expression in macrophages" presented at the Session of the Romanian Society for Cell Biology, Bistrita, 2009.

Oral presentation at international scientific meetings

· "Macrophage-specific up-regulation of apolipoprotein E gene expression by STAT1 is achieved via long range genomic interactions", Trusca VG, Kardassis D, Simionescu M, Gafencu AV. 80th European Atherosclerosis Society Congress Milan, Italy, May 25-28, 2012
·  “ApoE gene regulation via long-range interactions in macrophages”, Trusca VG, Kardassis D, Simionescu M, Gafencu AV, 2nd WG/MC Meeting of the action COST BM0904 “HDL: From Biological Understanding to Clinical Exploitation”, January 26-27, 2012, Barcelona.

·  “The interaction between promoter and distal regulatory elements modulates the expression of apoE in macrophages”, Violeta Trusca, Anca Gafencu, Elena Fuior, Irina Florea, Madalina Fenyo, Dimitris Kardassis, Maya Simionescu - „30 Years on Route from Cell Biology to Molecular Medicine”, Anniversary Symposium, September, 2009, Bucharest, Romania

14 poster presentations at international scientific meetings and 7 papers at national meetings.
Collaborator in 3 international research grants and 4 national research grants.

Publications
· Trusca VG, Florea IC, Kardassis D, Gafencu AV. “STAT1 interacts with RXRα to upregulate ApoCII gene expression in macrophages”. PLoS One. 2012; 7(7):e40. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone. 0040463. Epub 2012 Jul 12

· Trusca VG, Fuior EV, Florea IC, Kardassis D, Simionescu M, Gafencu AV. “Macrophage-specific upregulation of apolipoprotein E gene expression by STAT1 is achieved via long-range genomic interactions”. J Biol Chem. 2011 Apr 22; 286(16):13891-904. doi: 10.1074/jbc. M110.179572. Epub 2011 Mar 3

· Mazare A, Dilea M, Ionita D, Titorencu I, Trusca V, Vasile E. Changing bioperformance of TiO2 amorphous nanotubes as an effect of inducing crystallinity. Bioelectrochemistry. 2012 Oct; 87:124-31. doi: 10.1016/j.bioelechem.2012.01.002. Epub 2012 Jan 16.

· Florea IC, Trusca V, Kardassis D, Gafencu AV. “Macrophage specific regulation of apoCII gene expression via distal regulatory elements”, FEBS Journal, Vol 277, 2010/6/1, 155-156
· Florea IC, Trusca VG, Fenyo IM, Gafencu AV. “Expression of apoE3-HRP chimeric molecule in HEK293 cells”, Annals of the Romanian Society for Cell Biology", Vol. XIV nr. 2/2009.
Manuscripts in preparation 
· ”Differential effect of glucocorticoids on apoE gene in macrophages and hepatocytes with therapeutic implications for atherosclerosis”, Trusca et al. 
· ”Beyond Lipoprotein Receptors: Learning from Receptor Knockouts Mouse Models about New Targets for Reduction of the Atherosclerotic Plaque”, Trusca et al.
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