I have been fortunate enough to work with Dr. Arthur Feldman as a technician for over six years before entering the PhD program at Temple University.  This has given me a unique perspective on a career in translational medicine.  Dr. Feldman has been an inspiring mentor as he has encouraged me to look at both the lab science and clinical aspect of translational cardiology.  I have been able to be involved in a wide variety of research aspects from writing and carrying out IRB protocols, to planning and performing in vitro and in vivo experiments, and writing and submitting research papers and review articles.  I knew that if I wanted to continue to learn and contribute to medical research pursuing a PhD was the next step.  I was very excited to be accepted into the PhD program at Temple University in August of 2014.  I will be doing my PhD thesis in Dr. Feldman’s lab and simultaneously pursuing a Clinical Trial Coordinator Certification.  I believe that for translational medicine research to be effective, researchers must be able to look at their protein, receptor, or pathway of interest in a human setting concurrent to animal and cellular models, whether this is simply looking at plasma levels of a protein, looking at receptor density in a tissue, or looking at their pathway in diseased tissue.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]I believe my experience prior to entering the graduate program, as well as my certifications and participation in clinical aspects of research, will allow me a unique perspective in future academic research pursuits.  I have always found collaboration to be extremely helpful in academia, and I believe during this summer program I could challenge others to look at things with a new perspective and look forward to having others challenge me. I believe that this experience could help me inspire other students in the future, as Dr. Feldman and other professors have inspired me.          
