Dear Sirs,
I would be very interested in attending the 2015 WHBA Summer School in Greece. I am a medical biopathologist (Laboratory Medicine- consists of training in Biochemistry, Immunology, Medical Microbiology, Laboratory Haematology and Internal Medicine), and currently a PhD student at the Department of Hygiene and Epidemiology, School of Medicine, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece, and a research fellow in the United Kingdom’s National Public Health Laboratories, London, UK. My work investigates the molecular mechanisms and spread of antibiotic resistance using advanced molecular techniques. 
Ever since I began to study medicine, my aims have been to a) combine medical practice with basic research and b) get training and research time abroad, both of which I sought during my residency training. The alarming spread of antibiotic resistance and the severity of infections caused by multi-drug resistant microorganisms, which is one of the major (if not the major) public health issue in Greece, led me to work and seek to get training abroad in this field, which has resulted in a joint, co-supervised PhD between my university in Greece and the UK’s National Public Health  institution. This work has been awarded the Mike Emmerson Young Investigator’s award (Healthcare Infection Society, UK), and the FEMS (Federation of European Microbiological Societies) Research Fellowship. 
During my residency training, I have also conducted research work on transplantation immunology and autoimmune diseases immunology (details on the above in CV).
After the completion of my current project at the end of this year, I am seeking to turn my research work to human biology, and I am exploring potential opportunities at the moment. I think attending the WHBA School would help me in this direction. The School’s scientific program is outstanding, and so are the instructors, whose CVs are ‘’models’’ for the way I would like my career to be. I would consider myself lucky to meet these distinguished scientists in person, attend their lectures, and have the chance to listen to, and discuss with them, the invaluable advice and experience they have to share. Moreover, I consider this a unique opportunity to meet with greek bioscientists from all over the world, and would really be looking forward to attend such an event.
Thank you in advance for going through my application,

Respectfully,

Vassiliki Dimou

